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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1 . Claims 1-3, 8, 9, 13, 14, 16, 20, 26 are objected to because of the following 
informalities: 

• Claims 1,14 recite "the expiration" at line 5, 7 respectively. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

• Claims 2, 8 recite "the set of a network" at line 2. There is insufficient antecedent 
basis for this limitation in the claims. 

• Claims 3, 9, 16, line 1-2, the limitation "further event and received" should be 
changed to "further event are received". 

• Claim 13, line 1: "a claimed" should be changed to "as claimed". 

• Claims 13, 20 recite "the outputted further event" There is insufficient antecedent 
basis for this limitation in the claims. 

• Claim 26 Jine 1 recite "the set of a database". There is insufficient antecedent 
basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

2. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 
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Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 1-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

The claimed invention as a whole must be useful and accomplish a practical 
application. That is, it must produce a "useful, concrete and tangible result." State 
Street , 149 F.3d at 1373-74, 47 USPQ2d at 1601-02. 

Claims 1-32 are directed to nothing more than abstract ideas and therefore not 
patentable. "A principle, in the abstract, is a fundamental truth; an original cause; a 
motive; these cannot be patented, as no one can claim in either of them au exclusive 
right." LeRoy, 55 U.S. (14 How.) at 175. In evaluating whether the claims meet the 
requirement of section 1 01 , the examiner considers the claims as a whole to determine 
whether it is for a particular application of an abstract idea, rather than for the abstract 
idea itself, which can be identified in various ways as follows: 

a. Claimed invention "transforms" an article or physical object to a different state or 
thing." 

In this case, the invention of claims 1-23 does not transform or reduce of an 
article or physical object to a different state or thing. 

b. The claimed invention otherwise produces a useful, concrete and tangible result." 

In determining whether the claims are for a "practical application," the focus is not 
on whether the steps are taken to achieve a particular result are useful, tangible and 
concrete, but rather that the final result achieved by the claimed invention is "useful, 
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concrete and tangible." The invention of claims 1-23 is directed to the method for 
managing event by inputting the event into an event engine; the engine manipulates the 
inputted event and then creates a new event as output. The outputted event however 
does not depend on the inputted event , it has no substantial practical application, and 
the result cannot be substantially repeatable, i.e., same input event may produce 
different output event. Claims 1-23 are therefore nonstatutory as being abstract idea 
which does not produce "useful, concrete and tangible result." 

Claims 24-27 are also nonstatutory as being intangible embodied. Claims are 
directed to "a system", all of the elements of the system would reasonably be 
interpreted by one of ordinary skill in light of the disclosure as software (see claim 31 ), 
such that the system/apparatus is software, per se. 

Claims 29, 31 are also nonstatutory as being software per se, not tangibly 
embodied. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claims 28-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 28 recites "a computer system effecting the method of claims 21", the term 
"effecting" does not limit the functionality of the computer system, and therefore the 
functional limitations of claim 28 are not defined. 
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Claims 29-32 recite "software for effecting the method of claim..." The term 
"effecting" does not limit the functionality of the claimed software, and therefore the 
functional limitations of claims 29-32 are not defined. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

6. Claims 1-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Vijayan 
(US 6,832,341 B1), hereinafter "Vijayan". 

As per claim 1 , Vijayan teaches a method of managing events in an event 
engine including the steps of: 

i. "inputting an event into the engine" at Col. 4 lines 45-50; 

ii. "the engine extracting a rule from a rules database wherein identification information 
within the rule identifies the event" at Col. 4 line 66 to Col. 5 line 43; 

iii. "the engine holding the event for the expiration of a specified interval" at Col. 7 lines 
20-25 and Fig. 5, 510; 

iv. "before the expiration of the specified interval inputting a further event into the 
engine" at Col. 7 lines 20-25; 
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v. "the engine identifying the further event using identification information within the rule" 
at Col. 6 line 62 to Col. 7 line 20 ; 

vi. "the engine creating and outputting a new event" at Col. 5 lines 30-43; 

vii. "inputting the new event into the engine" at Col. 5 lines 45-55; and 

viii. "the engine extracting a second rule from a rules database wherein identification 
information within the second rule identifies the new event" at Col. 4 line 66 to Col. 5 
line 43. 

As per claim 2, Vijayan teaches a method as claimed in claim 1 wherein "the 
event and the further event originate from any of the set of a network, an application, an 
operating system, and hardware" at Col. 4 lines 43-49. 

As per claim 3, Vijayan teaches a method as claimed in claim 2 wherein "the 
event and the further event and received from one or more intelligent agents" at Col. 4 
lines 43-49 and Fig. 4. 

As per claim 4, Vijayan teaches the method as claimed in claim 3 wherein "the 
event is in a standard format" at Coi. 4 lines 43-49 and Figs. 7-8. 

As per claim 5, Vijayan teaches the method as claimed in claim 4 wherein "the 
identification information includes: i. an attribute; ii. an operator; and iii. a value" at Fig. 
7. 
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As per claim 6, Vijayan teaches the method as claimed in claim 5 wherein "the 
specified interval is time" at Col. 5 lines 14-30. 

As per claim 7, Vijayan teaches a method of managing events in an event 
engine including the steps of: 

i. "inputting an event into the engine" at Col. 4 lines 45-50; 

ii. "the engine extracting a rule from a rules database wherein identification information 
within the rule identifies the event" Col. 4 line 66 to Col. 5 line 43; 

iii. "the engine creating and outputting a new event" at Col. 5 lines 30-44; 

iv. "inputting the new event into the engine" at Col. 5 lines 45-55; 

v. "the engine extracting a second rule from the rules database wherein identification 
information within the second rule identifies the new event" at Col. 4 line 66 to Col. 5 
line 43; 

vi. "the engine holding the new event for the expiration of a specified interval" at Col. 7 
lines 35-44; 

vii. "before the expiration of the specified interval inputting a further event into the 
engine" at Col. 7 lines 35-44; 

viii. "the engine identifying the further event using identification information within the 
second rule" at Col. 4 line 66 to Col. 5 line 43 ; and 

ix. "the engine creating and outputting a further new event" at col. 7 lines 35-55. 
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As per claim 8, Vijayan teaches the method as claimed in claim 7 wherein "the 
event and the further event originate from any of the set of a network, an application, an 
operating system, and hardware" at Col. 4 lines 43-49. 

As per claim 9, Vijayan teaches the method as claimed in claim 8 wherein "the 
event and the further event and received from one or more intelligent agents" at Col. 4 
lines 43-49. 

As per claim 10, Vijayan teaches the method as claimed in claim 9 wherein "the 
event is in a standard format" at Col. 4 lines 43-49 and Figs 7-8. 

As per claim 11, Vijayan teaches the method as claimed in claim 10 wherein 
"the identification information includes: i. an attribute; ii. an operator; and iii. a value" at 
Figs. 7-8. 

As per claim 12, Vijayan teaches the method as claimed in claim 1 1 wherein 
"the specified interval is time" at Col. 5 lines 15-30. 

As per claim 13, Vijayan teaches a method as claimed in claim 12 wherein "the 
outputted further event is received by a user console" at Col. 7 lines 50-55. 

As per claim 14, Vijayan teaches a method of managing events in an event 
engine including the steps of: 

i. "inputting an event into the engine" at Col. 6 lines 47-60; 

ii. "the engine extracting a first rule from a rules database wherein identification 
information within the first rule identifies the event" at Col. 6 line 50 to Col. 7 line 19; 
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iii. "the engine holding the event for the expiration of a specified interval" at Col. 7 lines 
20-26 and Fig. 5, element 510; 

iv. "before the expiration of the specified interval inputting a further event into the event 
engine" at Col. 7 lines 20-26; 

v. "the engine extracting a second rule from the rules database wherein identification 
information within the second rule identifies the further event" Col. 6 line 50 to Col. 7 line 
19; 

vi. "the engine creating and outputting a new event" at Col. 7 lines 20-44; 

vii. "before the expiration of the specified interval inputting the new event into the 
engine" at Col. 5 lines 44-55; 

viii. "the engine identifying the new event using identification information within the first 
rule" at Col. 6 line 50 to Col. 7 line 19; and 

ix. "the engine creating and outputting a further new event" at Col. 7 lines 44-55. 

As per claim 15, Vijayan teaches the method as claimed in claim 14 wherein 
"the event and the further event originate from any of the set of a network, an 
application, an operating system, and hardware" at Col. 4 lines 43-49. 

As per claim 16, Vijayan teaches the method as claimed in claim 15 wherein 
"the event and the further event and received from one or more intelligent agents" at 
Col. 4 lines 43-49. 

As per claim 17, Vijayan teaches the method as claimed in claim 16 wherein 
"the event is in a standard format" at Figs. 7-8. 
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As per claim 18, Vijayan teaches the method as claimed in claim 17 wherein 
"the identification information includes: i. an attribute; ii. an operator; and iii. a value" at 
Figs. 7-8. 

As per claim 19, Vijayan teaches the method as claimed in claim 18 wherein 
"the specified interval is time" at Col. 7 lines 20-26. 

As per claim 20, Vijayan teaches the method a claimed in claim 19 wherein "the 
outputted further event is received by a user console" at Col. 7 lines 50-55. 

As per claim 21 , Vijayan teaches a method of managing events including the 
steps of: 

i. "receiving an event" at Col. 4 lines 43-49; 

ii. "extracting a rule from a rules database wherein identification information within the 
rule identifies the event" at Col. 4 line 66 to Col. 5 line 29; 

iii. "when specified within the rule performing one of: a) creating a new event; or b) 
holding the event; wherein during the method at least one rule specifies performance of 
step (a) and at least one rule specifies performance of step (b)" at Col. 5; and 

iv. "repeating steps (i) to (iii) at least once"; wherein at least one received event in step i. 
is a new event created in step (iii) (a) at Cols. 5-7. 

As per claim 22, Vijayan teaches a method of generating an event in an event 
engine based upon two or more received events and an event previously generated by 
the event engine wherein at least one of the events is held by the event engine until the 
expiration of a specified interval at Cols. 5-7. 
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As per claim 23, Vijayan teaches a method of managing events including the 
steps of: 

i. processing an event by: a) receiving the event; b) extracting one or more rules which 
match the event from a rules database; c) discarding the event if at least one of the 
rules specifies that the event is to be discarded; d) holding the event if at least one of 
the rules specifies that the event is to be held for a period of time; e) altering the event 
or creating a new event if at least one of the rules specifies that the event is to be 
altered or a new event created; and f) outputting the event if all rules specify that the 
event is to be outputted; wherein if the event is discarded then neither of steps (d) and 
(e) will proceed at Cols. 4-7; 

ii. "holding the event for the longest period of time specified by the rules if the event is 
specified to be held" at Col. 7 lines 20-25; and 

iii. repeating step (i) if the event was held in step (ii) at Cols. 5-7. 

As per claim 24, Vijayan teaches a system for managing events including: 

i. "a plurality of event agents adapted to receive data from a source, to create an event 
from the data and to transmit the event to a central event system" at Fig. 4, 402, 404, 
406, 420; and 

ii. "a central event system (Fig. 4, 430) including: 

a) a rules database (Fig. 4, 422) adapted to store a plurality of rules, each rule 
including: 

I. identification information specifying to which events the rule relates; and 
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II. an action wherein the action is one of outputting the event, discarding the 
event, holding the event, or creating a new event; wherein, where the action is 
holding the event the rule further includes: I. a condition; and II. a further action 
wherein the further action is one of outputting the event, discarding the event, 
holding the event, creating a new event, or creating a new event and transmitting 
the new event back into the processing engine" at Cols. 5-7; and 
b) a processing engine adapted to receive events, to extract rules from the rules 
database, to identify which rules apply to the events using the identification information 
within the rule, to perform the action specified within the applicable rules, and to perform 
the further action specified within the applicable rules when the corresponding condition 
is satisfied" at Cols. 4-7. 

As per claim 25, Vijayan teaches a system as claimed in claim 24 "including one 
or more user consoles adapted to receive one or more of the events outputted by the 
central event system" at Fig. 4, 418. 

As per claim 26, Vijayan teaches the system as claimed in claim 25 wherein "the 
source is any one of the set of a database, an application, an operating system, and 
hardware" at Col. 4 lines 43-49. 

As per claim 27, Vijayan teaches a system as claimed in claim 26 wherein "the 
identification information includes: i. an attribute; ii. an operator; and iii. a value" at Figs. 
7-8. 
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Claims 28-32 recite computer system, software, storage media for effecting the 
method and system of claims 21 , 24 and therefore rejected by the same reasons 
discussed above. 



Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record, listed on form PTO-892, and not relied upon, if any, 
is considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 

If a reference indicated as being mailed on PTO-FORM 892 has not been 
enclosed in this action, please contact Lisa Craney whose telephone number is (571) 
272-3574 for faster service. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Khanh B. Pham whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
41 16. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 7:30am to 
4:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hosain Alam can be reached on (571 ) 272-3978. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



January 12, 2006 



KHANH B. PHAM 

PRIMARY EXAMINER 




